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(54) PREPARATION OF L(+)-MANDELIC ACID 
(57)Abstract: 

PURPOSE: To prepare the titled substance useful as a raw material of pharmaceuticals, etc., by treating 
benzoylformic acid with bacteria belonging to Lactobacillus genus or Pediococcus genus. 

CONSTITUTION: Benzoylformic acid is treated with bacteria belonging to Lactobaccilus genus or Pediococcus genus, 
e.g. Lactobacillus bulgaricus, Lactobacillus plantarum, Pediococcus parvulus, Pediococcus pentosaceus, etc. The 
tr atment is carried out by culturing the bacteria in a medium containing benzoylformic acid, or treating the 
benzoylformic acid with cultured liquid of the bacteria, or treating the benzoylformic acid with the suspension of 
bacterial cells or treated bacterial cells obtained from the cultured liquid of the bacteria. The reaction is carried out at 
3W9pH and 20W40° C to obtain L(+)-mandelic acid converted from benzoylformic acid. 
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